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Such was the course of the event. And after this a plentiful rain of flowers, thrown
down by the hands of the gods, fell upon the king. And satisfied by his behavior, the
cow, shining in divine radiance, said to the king, as he stood with head respectfully
lowered: " My son, I am the Cow of Wishes, sent to investigate your conduct by the
Lord of the Gods. I am satisfied; choose a wish." Hearing these words of the Cow
of Wishes, urging him to choose, he prostrated himself and spoke thus: " O mother,
hear my words. I have no desire for glorious possessions, for my heart is completely
satisfied by obtaining the bliss of looking upon you." Hearing the king's uncovetous
words, and perceiving his steadfastness, the cow was amazed, and said to him: " I
am yours!" Then the king, going along to his own city with the cow, gave her to
a poor brahman who begged of him. And the cow fulfilled all the desires of the brah-
man, and returned to heaven, [95]
If there is anyone superior in virtue to this Vikramaditya, whose conduct was so
marvelously noble, name him, King Bhoja! For this throne of Indra is unworthy of
anyone else than such a one. So give up your desire for it, and live in peace, King
Bhoja.
Having told this tale she ceast from her words, and the noble king ceast likewise
from his desire for the throne,
Here ends the twenty-sixth story
bbiep recension" of 26
Once more a statue said: O king, listen.
One time the king [!] went to the assembly-hall of Indra in heaven. The gods,
gandharvas,and so on came together to pay their respects. At this time a question was
raised there: "In the world of men there is no one more courageous and magnani-
mous than Vikrama." Then Indra lookt at the Cow of Wishes; and she said: " What
is there strange in this ? " Indra said: ** Go to earth and make trial of his courage." So
she went to the earthly world. And the king was returning to his city after wandering
about the country, when he beheld in the middle of a wood an old and infirm cow, stuck
in the mud. He tried to draw her out, but she could not be extracted. Then the sun
set; and the masses of clouds darkened, and it rained. At t"h™ point a tiger came
thither. The king wrapt the cow in his own clothing, and himself stood there stark
naked. Then the sun arose; and having perceived his resolution, the cow spoke to him;
** O king, I am pleased, choose a wish." The king said: " I have no wish." The cow
said: " If you have no need, then I will remain in your presence as in the presence of a
god." So the king departed on the road with her. On the way a certain brahman gave
the king a blessing (and said): " O king, give me food." The king gave him the Cow of
Wishes.
The statue said: O king, let him ascend this throne who has such magnanimity.
•JSere ends the twenty-sixth story
jainistic recension" of £6
Once more on another occasion when King Bhoja had made complete preparations
for the coronations-rite and was ascending the throne, the twenty-sixth statue said:
"O king, ne who has magnanimity like Vikramaditya's mounts Upon this throne."

